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Foundation Matters 
Updates and notices for Foundation members and partners. 

Around the Warrens goes quarterly 
There is a lot of activity and interest in rabbits at present and the Foundation is responding by 
moving from three newsletters per year to four. It will mean more timely provision of news and 
the newsletters will probably be a bit shorter and easier to digest. We hope you enjoy them. 

New Research Projects 
There was an outstanding response to our 2026 call for research proposals, with 12 applications 
received and a very high standard overall. Our assessment panel recommended 6 of the 
projects for funding. We have committed to funding 4 of them immediately and short-listed 1 for 
contracting if sufficient funds can be raised. The other recommended project has since been 
withdrawn.  
 
Contracts are now under preparation for: 

• Elena Smertina (CSIRO). Virulence mechanisms of rabbit biocontrol viruses. CSIRO 
now have the ability to generate organoids for laboratory testing of viruses, rather than 
relying on live rabbits. This project applies that technology to identify cell types that are 
susceptible to rabbit caliciviruses and the sites in rabbits where new virus variants 
emerge. That knowledge will accelerate the generation of new virus variants that can be 
screened for strains that are prospective rabbit biocontrols. 

• Grant Hansman (Griffith University). Standardised Lagovirus RATs reagents. This project 
aims to develop nanobody-based, virus-specific reagents to test for rabbit and hare 
viruses, including caliciviruses. Nanobody-based antigen tests have several advantages 
compared to traditional antigen tests currently used to test rabbit samples for 
RHDV. The reagents will also be of use in other rabbit and hare (lagomorphs) virus 
research. Another outcome will be further development of a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) for 
rabbit viruses that was previously funded by the Foundation.  

• Kandarp Patel (Adelaide University) and Brian Cooke, both of whom have applied to 
present papers at the 2026 International Lagomorph Conference in Spain. In addition to 
hearing the latest research, they will use the event to renew and extend international 
networks and to foster collaboration. See 'International Collaboration' below for an 
example of how David Peacock, with support from the Foundation, built networks at a 
previous conference that have led to a major new research project. 
 

We already have a significant portfolio of research underway and the new projects, valued 
collectively at $46,200, will bring cash-flow (timing of payments) challenges for the Foundation. 
Donations are invited (see below) to avoid liquidating any of our investments that generate 
income used to fund research. 
 

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Uipff8%2fU6IJfoUC5vTaunMeqYXhh8JiAuKlTyFvGROF7bBLQb3E4nW4bvnQVeRWWvcNntNKHCEiT1qoPN1Cv%2fNI8vrYkIJuR9GG3uXn6lLU%3d
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Short-listed project. Can you help? 
Besides needing $10,000 to avoid a potential short-term cash flow problem with new projects, 
the Foundation is seeking an additional $20,000 to fund one more project; 'Are rabbits cooked?' 
Rabbit-Free Australia promotes a broad portfolio of research from rabbit biology and ecology 
through traditional controls to biocontrols and emerging technologies. Our main aim is rabbit 
control but that is often reliant on understanding rabbit biology and their ecology, and on 
ensuring there is wide understanding of the environmental harm rabbits cause. 
 
The more we know about rabbits, the better we can manage them. This short-listed project 
fills a rabbit physiology knowledge gap, but the Foundation needs more funds to support it.  
A project summary follows.  

Short-listed Project: Are rabbits cooked?  
Rabbit distribution in Australia is thought to be constrained by heat and humidity, especially 
during reproduction, but that is largely untested. This project, a collaborative effort between Dr 
Zenon Czenze (University of New England) and Prof. Michael Kearney (University of Melbourne), 
will measure the variation in heat tolerance of rabbits across Australia and integrate the data 
into energy budgets to create predictive biophysical models. 
 
The project will have practical applications by providing information and models to improve the 
timing and targeting of rabbit control programs. It will also indicate where rabbits will persist or 
naturally decline under a changing climate, assisting in long term planning for rabbit 
management, biocontrol development, and threatened species risk assessments. Metabolic 
data collected in this project will determine if rabbits in Australia differ physiologically from 
European populations, as some preliminary studies indicate. 
  

Making a Donation 
If you are able to, please consider a donation to help fund the 4 new projects without 

drawing-down our asset-base and make the additional project a reality. 
The total funding target is $30,000. 

 
Donations may be: 

• Lodged on-line by credit card, 
• Paid by Electronic Funds Transfer (please Contact Us for account details), or 

• By cheque, to Foundation for Rabbit-Free Australia Inc, PO Box 145, 
Collinswood, SA. 5081. 

  

Australasian Rabbit Research Forum 
To complement the success of the Australian Rabbit Managers Forum and the Peri-Urban 
Rabbits Forum, the Foundation aims to start a new forum for rabbit researchers to share ideas 
and information. The Australasian Rabbit Research Forum (ARRF) will include representative 
Australian and New Zealand researchers as Forum members, with other interested researchers 
(from any country) as Associate members. Watch this space for news as the Forum gets 
underway. 
 

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=tAALNZmBE1tEsXf4QBMzzK3pYRfeKT3Lvb20djso57nG%2fjuxdW4ud%2bv9Y4EOGgxh70rEpqD4H6gjyHigN9iwwb7wFjvEVsPlzD7GIuTkvy0%3d
mailto:admin@rabbitfreeaustralia.org.au
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Strategic Plan 2026-30 
Consultation and workshops during 2025 shaped the Foundation's Strategic Plan for 2026-30. 
One of the plan's distinctive features is an aspiration to remain a largely voluntary organisation. 
We operate thanks to professional services provided by numerous volunteers that would easily 
exceed $500,000 annually if charged at commercial rates. Those volunteers enable us to 
undertake the breadth of work we do, in the manner that we do. 
 
We like the culture that comes from committed volunteers and the ability it gives us to direct the 
majority of our scarce income to research and related matters. 
 

Rabbits hit the airwaves 
Invasive Species Council have warned that complacency regarding rabbits is dangerous and 
argued that developing a new rabbit biocontrol should be a national priority. For more 
information, see here. 
 
ISC's work over recent months has stimulated numerous follow-up interviews for CISS, the 
Foundation (Chair Craig and Patron Brian), and for National Coordinator Heidi Kleinert - who 
in a single day held interviews on ABC Radio Northern Tasmania, Melbourne, Perth, SW WA, 
News Radio, and Online-Internet, with several interviews then shared on other stations. Not bad 
for a days work and tremendous to see the attention being given to rabbit issues across the 
country. 
 
Our message for media is, 

• 'We are seeing more reports of rabbits from across Australia and are receiving more 
applications to fund biocontrol research projects than we can accommodate.  

• The need for rabbit biocontrol research is real and there is insufficient funding available 
for it.  

• We need an urgent injection of investment in research and we need to double-down on 
supporting landholders with traditional control methods before the rabbit problem gets 
even worse. The National Feral Rabbit Management Coordinator is a key to that.' 

Book launches 
Easter Bilby is taking Belle and Bea to their new home. But it is so bare! 

Can the bilbies make their new home look beautiful? 
 
That's the question behind our latest Easter Bilby's Friends children's book which was recently 
launched in Adelaide and in Mount Gambier. You can order your copy of Belle and Bea now 
through our friends at Wakefield Press, or your nearest bookshop.   
 

 

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=vox6oGifP8mL%2fr7VyzMhzLe0vJVlS1pZAjnTph6ZSUoMcdY1Ba6HrV1qeuEGPT0NH9Fw04N2R1Wp1PbI9ZcSvjY4AVtGi759xQEF0rkvOm8%3d
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Rabbits: Making maths fun 
'Contact Us' provides some interesting queries at times. Kicking off 2026 was a query from a 
maths teacher in Illinois, USA, seeking 'a source of data that might include measures of the 
rabbit population in Australia over time'. 
 
'I have been doing some reading about the history of rabbits in your country since The First Fleet 
and then later, the actions of Thomas Austin, and of course, all of the efforts since then. In terms 
of students learning mathematics with actual data, it seems like a really interesting story that I'd 
love to bring into my classroom.' 
 
We were happy to oblige with the infamous Cooke et.al (2013) graph of rabbit populations 
showing responses to biocontrols, and other information. 
 

 

Rabbit News & Views 
Stories about and from Foundation members and partners. 

In Memoriam:  Richard Downward 
Long serving member of the Foundation, Richard Downward, died recently. Richard was part of 
Rabbit-Free Australia since its inception and was actively involved in rabbit management, 
research and community engagement throughout much of his career in pest and weed control. 
 
He had involvement in projects and trials associated with myxomatosis, 1080, and RHD - 
including a lead role responding to the arrival of RHD on the mainland. Typical of his enthusiasm 
was the role Richard played with Rotary International's ACRE program that promoted rabbit 
management amongst landholders. 

International collaboration: Adaptation to disease 
Dr David Peacock (University of Adelaide) reports that the Turretfield rabbit tissue and blood 
samples will be THE enabling factor in a $1.5 million project led by Prof Frank Jiggins (University 
of Cambridge) for a study of how a vertebrate population (wild rabbits) adapts to a severe 
disease emergence (RHDV). David will be part of the project, and the grant application notes 
that the Turretfield dataset and tissue samples, catalogued by Dr Amy Iannella and preserved 
thanks to a Rabbit-Free Australia grant, are without comparison.  
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Mt Rothwell Recovery 
What's possible when dedicated field teams work tirelessly to collapse warrens and remove 
invasive species? 'Watching nature repair herself is a privilege, and it gives native wildlife and the 
ecosystems they support a chance to return' say Odonata, managers of the Mt Rothwell 
sanctuary (Vic).  
 
Rabbit-Free Australia is pleased to be sharing Odonata's story in the next Easter Bilby's Friends 
children's book, to be released in 2027. 
 
 

Before rabbit control (top) Jan, 2025 & After rabbit control (below) Jan, 2026. Image: Odonata 
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Haigh's Easter Bilby Competition 
Foundation Sponsors, Haigh's Chocolates are running an Easter Bilby colouring 
competition with a set of Easter Bilby's Friends children's books as part of first prize. A 
fantastic, much appreciated, promotion.   

Just Draw More Bianca 
'Don't Overdue It', a podcast from the Mt Gambier library, hosts a charming interview with Easter 
Bilby's Friends illustrator Bianca Richardson; a regional talent showing that you don't need to 
be in a big city to chase your dreams. Listen to it here.  
 
It includes a peak into the unique 'team effort' that Rabbit-Free Australia applies to produce the 
wonderful children's books that we do. The way we work together, and the range of partners we 
work with, help make these books special. 
'Honey Possums Bush Cafe' was the top selling children’s book and the top selling book overall 
for 2025 at Collins bookstore, Mount Gambier. 

ABC Science Show: Rabbit biocontrol 
The Science Show aims to 'give Australians unique insights into the latest scientific research 
and debate'. Listen to National Coordinator Heidi Kleinert talking about 'As rabbit numbers 
boom, what's next for rabbit control', here, and read the follow-up Science Show report, here. 
 

Bad Bunnies & Complacency against rabbits 
Reports of rabbits causing problems from urban to rural areas across Australia have highlighted 
a need for research into new biocontrols, and a better funding model to ensure it can happen.  
 
Invasive Species Council CEO, Jack Gough, has been at the forefront of such articles, raising 
awareness about the need to fund rabbit biocontrol research. An opinion piece of his in the 
Daily Telegraph is available here, and a subsequent appearance on ABC News Breakfast is 
here, via LinkedIn. 
 

Jack Gough (Invasive Species Council) at a recent Strathalbyn (SA) event. Image P Day 

  

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ITKEJ39k4pzcgboBi3eibyFv%2fA79xt3u7tr4yYAvao7HTuTdSbjGa9lWQDLS55YKxGWMhixFQMiwy5vhvtFtnMmUVIEyFBQrebmc8wjLqkg%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=BusPeeoyo9JVfyMndiV%2b3mqogGsUCjNmdMQKv7%2b2uIaTZBurkIUSQQvW41rsxN3E3WvwYYb%2f2TRFELz3IxLiyWE6yJD9ZSi%2bgSmoRQO%2bw%2b0%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=79TOgC4QE08Wbp5aWxweOb8OWzVaGu146NNJMdPdRxsyitdIUHvf3nsWX%2bACILlTvPSENYoI6I6lAm9YDauTiIL2vhSLP7NinKHNx0F602Q%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=WsLiX%2fcTTDU6YC%2f%2ftJyojOu%2bxIehVXdP5lQVaXNOl6t6w5UIXLMc7VWpDqn79Jo5Bg%2fvrKmySJWUQZzLINdEzsf1YXvPi1zh56X1mQH7pxo%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5FpgBfwnBgRVdppyOmTRPHl7yMYTBKKOW3RnrePzcYKZ%2fRsGIeT4GJ7ZQhimoyVCezxbTa3PqE10%2bA0re4wdJmLj4lTv96EGA7fMsdBj2q8%3d
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Rabbit introductions to Australia 
We recently received an extract from a Royal Commission (1890) into Schemes for 
extermination of rabbits in Australasia, as follows: 
 
Pages 100-101: "Samuel Graü Hübbe called in and examined ... What is your position? I am 
Chief Inspector under the Vermin Destruction Acts and Government arbitrator for 1888 leases ... 
How long have you held your present position? Since 1879 ... They [rabbits] went out east from 
Cooringa [Koringa] and Kooromoolloo ... and rabbits, to my knowledge, were liberated at Coringa 
and Kalloolloo, so that from these centres and others they spread out in an easterly direction 
towards New South Wales. 
 
I believe rabbits were also liberated on Narracoorte by settlers. From Glenelg and along the 
border rabbits have come from Victoria, and have greatly increased in numbers here. In the 
north and on the west coast rabbits were again liberated and constituted fresh centres ... 
 
Do you know if the rabbits were liberated from centres in New South Wales to your knowledge, 
or have you heard that the same practice as prevailed here also existed there? I know that 
rabbits were liberated in 1874 in the Barrier Ranges in New South Wales, and at Campbell’s 
Creek, on the Darling, and close to Menindie ... You mean that they were introduced for 
purposes of starting the pest? Yes." 
 
Our source, researcher David Peacock, would like to know where "Kooromoolloo" and 
"Kalloolloo" are. Can you help?  
 

Scratchings 
A smorgasbord of news. Please follow the links to the original source. 

Rabbit Management 

Effective use of pindone & 1080 
A 2026 update of the pindone/1080 best-prac booklet is available here. It includes an update 
noting that ready-to-use pindone oat baits do not require training or permit for use, except in 
Tasmania where landholders must be instructed in the use of pindone and hold an Agricultural 
Spray Permit. 
 
For information, the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) has 
recently published a recommendation to certify second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides 
(SGARs) as restricted chemical products (RCP), which may lead to restrictions on the use of 
common rodenticides. Pindone is a first generation anticoagulant and won't be affected if that 
recommendation is enacted.   

Vertebrate Pesticide Induction Training 
In NSW you must be accredited to acquire or use pindone and 1080, or be under the supervision 
of an accredited person. Local Land Services offer a course that leads to AQF3 accreditation, 
which is valid for 5 years. It is available on-line or, in some places, face-to-face.   

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=WH%2ftUwCALftvgcyA0RPv9OaPLIAp7KVdBKx%2f8tZQJjMzHYboILC5q4R5%2fQPn9uFaHJQS6tlQSh3x7Hc5%2bbOVykx1FJRPm3FnltzPWS16VQg%3d
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Battle against rabbit crisis worsens 
Riverina farmer Peter O'Brien has been battling rabbits for the past decade with production 
losses and hundreds of hours of hours spent on control programs costing $50,000 - $100,000 
per year. Rabbits are also affecting local  community infrastructure with the Shire Council 
concluding it would cost them $1 million a year to treat all sites; a figure they simply cannot 
afford. The Invasive Species Council is calling for investment in rabbit biocontrol research as a 
national priority.  

Rochester calls for volunteers against rabbits 
Rochester Football Netball Club (Vic) has a rabbit problem. They're embarking on an eradication 
program but in the meantime, they're calling for volunteers to help fill in rabbit holes on the oval.  

Hills YouTube tips & Community info sessions 
Landscapes Hills & Fleurieu have a few ripper YouTube videos with rabbit control tips for peri-
urban landholders: 

• Property fencing here, includes a great tip for gates 
• Veggie patch fencing here, includes fence material and design details 
• Bait with pindone here, includes bait stations to protect wildlife 
• Collapsing small warrens here, includes info on smoker nuggets 

 
Landscapes Hills & Fleurieu are also hosting a series of Information Sessions promoting 
integrated rabbit control. As they say, 'Successful rabbit control requires an integrated approach 
- it's about choosing the right methods for your situation'. The sessions provide opportunities for 
people in different communities to learn strategies and best practice techniques for effective 
rabbit control.  

Safe Haven fencing 
Feral-proof fencing is a crucial feature of safe-haven reserves. Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy (AWC) have shared information on how they construct and manage their feral-
proof, safe-haven fencing (see here), as have Arid Recovery - see here. 
Return to Contents 
 

RHDV testing & on-line services 
Concerned that rabbits in their area of WA may be developing increased resistance to 
calicivirus, Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group (PHBG) are urging people to provide rabbit blood 
samples to determine the extent of local calicivirus resistance, and where calicivirus can still be 
used effectively.  
 
PHBG also recently held a field day at North Dandalup to provide advice and demonstrations of 
bait stations, trail cameras, warren smoking and cage traps - and attendees were able to borrow 
equipment for their use. They have an on-line 'equipment services' registration system to 
borrow rabbit control equipment, including bait stations, warren smokers, camera traps and 
cage traps. 
 
Another example of web-based services to support rabbit control comes from Maude, 
Meredith & Districts Landcare who have an on-line ordering form for rabbit bait 
(pindone/carrots). See it here. 

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=XGuPYjni5JlfS4%2bg%2f6nTVeiVA0O3PwG5NyJ4xeAlgFHPc1ZDVqHF%2bcqGjAfwSs9kLORo1g3v%2f%2bHq%2fRzOKH6vfJbSKJ7xrkeOc9DA8dJ7omo%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=LcrmqVjVL6trAt0XMrfq592pM3gjqLpRn8iDBvz02wF8fvDHETxHpWcINi8V0sa7KeDNWCgLr%2bnTM%2bLqdQcJ4F2o8uV9Jb77d4aWgRzXGu4%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=gtwjL0zMxrtkngLA1bzwDqNfH3cJIIPXnSCRPQitH18fRGV1eufXOA7cHUYASa%2fkqA1u%2fwEr7JvAQkicJeujOJp1WbMkx%2bAeqUNZXaH0POU%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pNX%2boN5qRcTkV1MAZMhRSBW4wuVkS0rQGDamgslGkPlyFJL0v6EvRW%2fts91mvjkhPMg%2fMspjGnXKiZk0nj%2fGTy08JUjV9KL8J2f6JA0RJKg%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=qval%2fEgYBNhXVLIdcgn8PXgnGBtX4f3r5GVmXaQs7FRW0A5BioM88UQGcNlFRzeJVrUVsgIGsYetJie5YSa3cZRZhRoZgsOzq7w1TjHoBPE%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=LY1cuw%2b3vSu%2b%2f1AaLZ7bBEnjwyxhfydP%2fvHXeslOGcMgf4kJz4ZAK9T3dsvQvxwvHZQ6asV9CNDACUXxkibg4CB1p0AYkrR%2bx0Vc4mG7nHY%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=V%2fy0ozvZUHwLQDLUyzUbzodLL4WWpO6Nnbxu3XjrDljcMmOrcot910Nh9B0lN2pguuzDGOa1yWqFi%2fqu2EghV6uIEuLlpye8VTr4L0KfmLQ%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=FF6rd6aFcqTyXeWit21s29WCQqwVJJ9EuTn3ESp7uaZyIxVSiD3XTxQS19Qvi7JYBUHeS%2bM%2f%2bwdUacwXZaQ7mEGyPJq9%2ftnl90iqtRicW8I%3d
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Supplementary rabbit controls 
Ag Vic summarise rabbit control options to supplement an integrated control program in a 
video, available here. It covers biocontrol, fencing and tree guards, ferrets, shooting, trapping 
and implosion. 

Willandra Lakes: Pest control 
A Natural Heritage Trust funded project delivered by Western LLS is focused on the 
management of the Willandra Lakes world heritage site. It includes pest control such as 
coordinated a ground shooting program in 2025, with actions including rabbit baiting and rabbit 
warren treatment evaluation to roll out in 2026. For more information, see here. 
 

Biocontrols 

Oral vaccine to block rabbit fertility 
A project led by A/Prof Mariusz Skwarczynski, from The University of Queensland, aims to 
develop the world’s first oral vaccine to block fertility in rabbits, providing a responsible, ethical, 
and practical solution for landscape-scale population control. With Australian Research 
Council funding from the Australian Government the project expects to develop a vaccine for 
bait-application that elicits a strong antibody response against a hormone (gonadotropin 
releasing hormone, or GnRH) which stimulates other hormones (testosterone, estrogen 
progesterone) that regulate fertility in male and female rabbits. 
 
The project will commence in mid-2026 and run over four years, starting with trials on mice 
before moving to rabbits. For more information, see here. 

Finding targets for rabbit gene-drives 
Naturally occurring gene drives could be a target for the introduction of fertility control genes to 
invasive pests. Elena Smertina et.al (CSIRO) conducted a search for candidate genes in rabbit 
spermatids (precursors to sperm cells) and identified the SPINK2 gene and two kinases (special 
enzymes) that warrant further investigation. See their Genomics paper, here. 

Technology 

Predator emitted VOCs 
New Zealand researchers have profiled volatile organic secretions from several species (e.g. 
stoats and possums) with a view to using them as unique biomarkers to detect predators in 
forests. Could biomarker detection technologies one day have potential to monitor rabbits? For 
more information see: 

• Their paper, Review of predator emitted volatile organic compounds and their potential 
for predator detection in NZ forests - here. 

• An info-comic based on the paper - here 

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=9BCO93RGvhh6U1bHaMBY2l8Z2TdR%2bAmG3RQO0rBaQ%2b3J%2frPH01DL6%2bxaAy4AtaIjqYQ%2fPKE0g4BP52EVON8QcSjBx63O%2fug8buRBOPoTzKY%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=uc5Z8QTKUlj9t92LUstjFWsKO5cCv2Cj0cdc4KMJNMhIq0%2bVVRzqMwKFp%2fh%2fPNMGnuABarxn82AKeqwxSFcj%2fWzWkVe0CvBQSFKQ7z94K3c%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=fuvmzsq1gO6GH5tLqRmkDMrWMRVH7cUkn6YfOed68EPcvrHQa5yiJrur3pb1n9ycxM71wyRK6azTb7ykZW0WCYcrO14ZxmSvznzDHR2LTvk%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=1jzynUwH4KBAPeFOUStyshRiMA%2fwrTyu7ubDyMvwfg5S2MW3dhqXF3SoAitwDVwzydG35FCAy7lwCJj7B%2fy8nqcTSrTPvbDGFj%2fpD3iEt%2bA%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=PZ7cR4f%2fWhPbESbkU%2f4kBMSzI5utURY1NXUOH0iCzmw3D9qGtzL8p182cpZLEVzU1vN15N3K9ggchmPCbGqOUUWAtnwIA8DR7URwpQDRv2g%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=IMR75Jd8XANSufi%2bdhWdNvK8dynyKEjVlKnGSkRg5pEHk2q4%2blQmGJlMeWm0enhvltUYzly0TOSNyg538pPTkxeJ2YLasmhf1boA4ZYkkXg%3d
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Other Pests 

Compassionate conservation vs cat & fox control 
Advocates of 'compassionate conservation' have questioned the ethics of culling 
animals classed as pests and claim that culling programs often lack evidence of long 
term effectiveness (e.g. see Coghlan & Cardilini here, and Wallach & Lundgren here and 
here). 
 
A recent paper by Woinarski et.al (2026) refute claims of a lack of compelling evidence 
that cats and foxes were a primary cause of small mammal loss in Australia and argue 
that national programs to control the predators have produced 'widely recognized 
benefits for one of the world’s most remarkable native mammal faunas'. See their paper 
here, or a summary in The Conversation here. 

Aus Rangeland Society Conference 
The 2026 ARS Conference will be in Darwin, Sept 7-11. Earlybird registration is available 
here. 

History of rabbits in NZ 
The historic settings that led to the introduction of rabbits and their predators to New 
Zealand are described here, summarising a paper by CM King in the NZ Journal of 
Ecology (here). The paper notes that hutch-bred rabbits were introduced first, but it was 
not until the wild rabbit and the equally wild silver grey were introduced, that they 
increased notably and 'commenced to spread north like a tidal wave'.  
 

 

https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=6EgMwD%2bKlMH9FyXoRJfxHOILMKdyTq5e45w84FX1xUAacCNwFAT%2bOB399eg3NOgJMFmEK%2fWbTfQgrK9wCExpP6IPM4OAjNcgSI6kJ1a0LL4%3d
https://rabbitfreeaustralia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=kP537xVQVAQKP8ZtY1FtqqGz%2fyyzRrH26trUsjwxsoLO8XlmEMqj5rr%2fg%2bChEhWAzNRP3BgqRQpcByjwpFUuK82cLF00qY9SPjJIFtwfUAk%3d
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