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Foundation Matters

Updates and notices for Foundation members and partners.

AGM 2025

AGM 2025 featured an entertaining and thought-provoking panel session facilitated by
Leigh Radford recounting the introduction of RHDV to Australia; one of the most
significant individual actions for environmental improvement in Australia's recent
history. It was a fitting acknowledgement to the work of many people affiliated with
Rabbit-Free Australia, as well as posing the question of 'where next with rabbit
biocontrols in Australia?".

The meeting marked the conclusion of Dr Carolyn Ireland and Dr Graeme Finlayson's
productive terms on the committee, while welcoming Dr Reece Pedler and Dr Tony
Buckmaster as incoming members.

The executive team of Chair (Craig Magnussen), Treasurer (William Morgan) and
Secretary (Peter Day) remains unchanged and existing committee members Teele
Hooper-Worrell, Heidi Kleinert, Wayne Meyer, Fiona Krawczyk and Leonie Mills will also
continue for 2026.
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Rob Morrison, William Morgan, Nicholas Newland, Shauna Chadlowe, Brian Cooke & Leigh Radford.
Image: Heidi Kleinert.



Coorong Field Trip

National Feral Rabbit Management Coordinator, Heidi Kleinert, organised a Field Trip
the day prior to the AGM to optimise the value of visiting rabbit dignitaries wile in SA.

Foundation Patron, Brian Cooke, led the expedition to the Coorong National Park, along
with Peter Bird, introducing regional Parks and Landscape Board staff to former
research sites centred around rabbit exclosures. With former and current rabbit
researchers also on-board, including Tanja Strive from CSIRO (Canberra), it was a great
opportunity for field officers and researchers to share insights.
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Peter Bird, Heidf Kleinert & Brian Cooke. Image: Peter Day

RATs for rabbits

Laboratory analysis is currently required to determine if rabbits have had RHDV or other
lagoviruses (diseases of lagomorphs; i.e. rabbits and hares). A Rapid Antigen Test for
field application would be a valuable tool to track viruses and to help land managers
make timely, informed decisions about the application of biocides like RHDV-K5.

Funding from Foundation for Rabbit-Free Australia helped a research team at Griffith
University make significant advances toward that goal and increased our understanding
of lagomorph viruses. Led by Dr Grant Hansman the team discovered more about virus
binding sites and developed new techniques and components for the production of
Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) to detect the presence of lagomorph viruses. The projectis
an important step toward having RATs for RHDV in wild rabbits, enabling better use of
biocontrols. A final report from the project is available here.

Profiling myxomatosis

Research supported by Rabbit-Free Australia has identified evolutionary changes in
freely circulating myxoma strains in Australia, that could have practical outcomes for
future biocontrols. RHDV2 is the dominant rabbit biocontrol in Australia but
myxomatosis still persists with sporadic outbreaks, often having significant effect.
However, little is known about the evolution of the virus, especially since the release of
RHDV-K5 and arrival of RHDV2.
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Earlier research by the late Dr Peter Kerr and colleagues at CSIRO identified three
lineages of myxomatosis, A, B and C —with C showing an elevated rate of evolutionary
change.

Assisted by funding from Rabbit-Free Australia and the provision of rabbit samples from
other laboratories and fresh field specimens, Dr Kandarp Patel and partners from the
University of Adelaide, investigated the nature of currently circulating strains of
myxomatosis. The studies identified two branches (X and Y) likely belonging to lineage
A, with branch Y having a greater rate of evolution than X. It is speculated that
environmental changes, such as the new strains of RHDV and possibly drought
conditions in some regions, changed selection pressures on the virus resultingin a
changed trajectory and speed of evolution.

This work invites challenge trials to discover if changes have occurred in virulence of the
virus and in rabbit resistance, and to determine if there could be practical applications
for future biocontrols in Australia.

Tissue library

Dr Amy lannellais into the final throes of a Rabbit-Free Australia funded project to
catalogue nearly 30 years worth of rabbit blood and tissues samples, and submit them
to the University of Adelaide Biobank for safe keeping. It has been a massive project,
much bigger than first anticipated. The 11,848 samples came from PIRSA and are
mainly from the Turretfield long-term monitoring site, but include other regions of SA,
interstate and even a sub-Antarctic island.

Samples have already been used for research and funding is being sought for a large
international collaboration to study the genetics of wild rabbits. A previous report on the
Turretfield site by Ron Sinclair and David Peacock (available here) indicates the wealth
of knowledge and insights already generated from blood and tissue samples.

This project has highlighted the importance of these irreplaceable resources and the
Foundation will investigate options to develop a catalogue of other rabbit tissue libraries
held by agencies around Australia. Having a 'Directory of Directories' would be a boon to
national and international research and a better understanding of the continuing
evolution of wild European rabbits and biocontrols.

Easter Bilby's Friends - Order now

Are you after an entertaining, educational picture book as a child's Christmas present -
a gift that can be shared through reading and treasured for years? The Easter Bilby's
Friends books may be just what you're after. They are available from Wakefield Press or
ask your local bookshop to get them in. Colouring-in and craft sheets for each book are
also available at the 'Friends' website at www.easterbilbysfriends.org.au.

Choose between:
e Banjo Frog's Concert Spectacular: Set in the Fleurieu Peninsula SA, or
e Honey Possum's Bush Cafe: Set in the Fitz-Stirling area of WA.
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Rabbit News & Views

Stories about and from Foundation members and partners.

Banjo Frog kicking goals

Foundation member Amy lannella donated a copy of children's book '‘Banjo Frog's
Concert Spectacular' to the local kindergarten because they plant seedlings to create
bandicoot habitat, resonating with Banjo's story.

She recently received a lovely note from the Kindy Director,
'We read your bandicoot book just after doing the planting this year and omg. The
impact. Their little faces. Powerful!

A lot of effort goes into producing the Easter Bilby's Friends books to help raise
awareness of the harm that rabbits do and the benefits of their control. It is heart-
warming to see them working so well.
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Peel Harvey BG: Aus Biosecurity Award recipients

Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group's efforts in providing biosecurity services and sharing
knowledge within their community has been recognised with an Australian Biosecurity
(Community) Award. Congratulations to Foundation committee member Teele Hooper-
Worrel and her team for their success.

Explore the following links for more information on the Awards (here), and PHBG
(here). It is fitting recognition of the innovative approaches PHBG consistently develop
for rabbit management and community engagement.

Rabbit TAP for review

Following a review of the current Threat Abatement Plan (TAP) for rabbits it has been
decided to update the document. The review (available here) drew on a stakeholder
survey (available here) to recommend updates including:
¢ Considering if a joint states, territories, federal government approach would lead
to joint ownership of the plan's objectives.
e Revising the plan's objectives and grouping them into R&D focused and
implementation focused themes.
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Rabbit control: Odonata

Conservation managers Odonata (Mt Rothwell, Vic) are sharing their stories of rabbit
control as an integral part of reinvigorating ecosystems and rewilding locally extinct
species. A Facebook Post is about fumigation, see it here. It is great to see them telling
the full story of what is required for conservation management

Odonata have also released a neat story on the incredible change in grassland
ecosystems following rabbit removal and weed control. Those actions set the scene for
ecological recovery, aided by environmental engineers like eastern barred bandicoots
that now have an environment in which they can thrive. See their story in yahoo!news,
here.

We are delighted to be working with Odonata to help tell their story in an upcoming
children's book, 'Potoroo plays Hide'nSeek. Itis due for release in 2027 - and yes, itis a
big job and it does take that long to produce books of the quality achieved by the 'Easter
Bilby's Friends' range.
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Cross-fence comparison: Rabbits on the left, Rabbit-free on the right. Image: Odonata

Drones map rabbit warrens

AYahoo!/news story tells how Riverina LLS (NSW) are using GPS-guided, drone-
mounted, high-res cameras to locate rabbit warrens. The drones can cover large, often
hard-to-reach, areas in a fraction of the time needed for traditional methods,
pinpointing warrens that might otherwise go unnoticed and allowing for faster, more
precise treatment. Read the story here.

Ethical arguments

Earlierin 2025 Dr Ben Allen ran three on-line workshops for Rabbit-Free

Australia exploring the ethics and animal welfare issues around lethal control of wild
rabbits. Ben and others have recently published an article in Frontiers: Ecological
Evolution on 'Ethical arguments that support intentional animal killing'. For more
information, see here.
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Harbour destruction restricts breeding

A paper by Australian Rabbit Management Network contributor Peter Elsworth reports
on 4 case studies of rabbit control showing population declines of up to 88% following
harbour removal. It reports that:

e Rabbit declines following harbour removal were greater than those following
virus outbreaks, highlighting that virus outbreaks on their own will not achieve
satisfactory control outcomes.

¢ Harbourremoval provides greatly reduced rabbit numbers and longer-term
benefits than other control techniques.

e When used in an integrated process with other control tools harbour removal
provides excellent outcomes for land managers'.

Partnerships Against Pests

Ag Vic's Partnerships Against Pests program has been developing partnerships with
community groups and government agencies to improve community knowledge of best-
practice management techniques, and promote co-ordinated community action for
long-lasting results.

An example is Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network running pest management
workshops. One with Illowa Rabbit Action Group showed rabbit control techniques. It
attracted 145 people and led to 26 landholders running a coordinated baiting program.

Another example was Strathewen Landcare, Nillumbik Shire and rabbit control
professionals jointly hosting a rabbit control workshop; see here. Meanwhile, Rabbit
Sweep have a PAP project to increase the capability and capacity of the community to
reduce rabbit numbers on the Bellarine Peninsula. For more information, see here.

Partnerships Against Pests is certainly having a presence; raising awareness, creating
interest and building capacity for rabbit control in regional Victoria.
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Rabbit season is coming

Australian Rabbit Management Network members, the Murraylands and Riverland
Landscape Board, is encouraging landholders to look at control options to manage
rabbits on their properties, as 'now is the time to check for signs of rabbit activity and
plan control.

Landscape Board staff can help with advice and access to baits, bait layers, biocontrol
and fumigation devices - with discounts for neighbours who are working together for
landscape control. For more information, see here.

Rabbit control revives park grounds in Warrnambool

A shooting program using suppressed air rifles with thermal vision equipment has
revived the grounds of two holiday parks in Warrnambool (Vic) and removed hazards
posed by warrens. See a Yahoo!/news story here, for more information on how firearms
were effectively used in populated locations and images of the revival since rabbits
were removed.

Scratchings

A smorgasbord of news. Please follow the links to the original source.
Rabbit Management

Cranbourne under siege

Rabbits have been running riot near the Cranbourne (Vic) Botanic Park according to a
report in The Age. Key points were:
e Local habitat corridors are proving a haven for rabbits as well as native animals
like bandicoots.
e The rabbits are devastating new gardens in a nearby housing development, 'They
just devour everything', said one resident..
e They are also damaging parks, sports fields and agriculture.
e The housing development is also pushing rabbits into nearby rural properties in
greater numbers and destroying crops of spring onions, carrots and lettuce -
nudging a local producer to the point of closing.

Solutions being considered involve a multi-faceted approach with various actions
(fumigation, warren destruction, shooting, biocontrol, fencing, and weed management
to remove shelter) and a range of partners (state and local government land managers,
community and environmental groups, professional pest controllers and private
landowners).

Rabbits rebounding

An explosion in rabbit numbers in south eastern SA is being countered by a landscape
scale program funded by a drought relief package. It is being delivered through PIRSA
and the Limestone Coast Landscape Board, in conjunction with clusters of
landholders 'with everyone pitching in and working together'. Hear more from Mike
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Stevens (LCLB) and Heidi Kleinert (National Feral Rabbit Management Coordinator) in
ABC News, here.

Native Vegetation restoration grants

Landowners in SA can apply for funds to restore and enhance native vegetation on their
properties. Pest plant and animal control are among the eligible management actions.
See here for more on the $9.4 mill program.

Devastating damage: Junee cemetery

'Deep, dangerous and devastating' is how rabbit burrows in Junee cemetery (NSW) have
been described. Costs are now being incurred for rabbit control, while the burrows
threaten to undermine graves and headstones, potentially costing large sums to repair.
Localresidents are seeing up to 500 rabbits a day in the town, and hunting with ferrets
netted 80 rabbits in two days. For more information see the ABC News story, here.

Biocontrols

Step forward for RHDV research

CSIRO have reported a breakthrough in lab techniques to fast track RHDV research. In
2023 CSIRO developed means to grow RHD viruses in organoids (cellular structures
derived form stem cells that mimic the organ they came from). They have now
enhanced the technique to increase the replication of difficult to grow viruses.

Itis a simple, cost-effective way to speed up testing of viruses and to significantly
reduce the number of rabbits needed for the work. For more information see:

e Organoids gone viral: CSIRO News here
Inhibition of interferon: Journal of Virology here

Rabbit boom damaging WA crops

Farmers from just north-east of Perth (Toodyay) to the south-west of WA (Kojinup) are
complaining about rabbits, which are reported to be booming throughout cropping
areas from Esperance to near Kalbari. Reports include 'nuked' lupin crops not worth
harvesting and canola crops with 'patches as bare as a cricket pitch'

For more information, and a call for more funding into rabbit biocontrols by the
Invasive Species Council, see the ABC News story, here.

Biodiversity

Koonamore - Holy ground for ecologists

UNSW researcher, David Eldridge, talks about the benefits of biological surface crusts
that are so wellillustrated at the Koonamore Vegetation Reserve - available here. David
refers to the Reserve as 'holy ground for ecologists'; a legacy that must be protected for
years to come.
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Site extinction due to rabbits

A Facebook Post by Lisette Mill and shared by VRAN reports rabbits digging up native
legumes to eat nitrogen rich nodules on their roots. They are so effective in finding
targeted plant species that they risk making them site extinct. For more information,
see here. As Lisette says, 'Every day all over Australia in thousands of places like this
one, little signs of an introduced pest herbivore destroying ecological heritage are
overlooked.

Chuditch return after pest control

A Facebook Post from the Threatened Species Commissioner (here) reports that
chuditch (western quolls) have been seen in the Fitz-Stirling region of WA, following
years of landscape-scale pest management in the region.

Funded through the Saving Native Species program, the recovery effort has been led by
South Coast NRM in partnership with Landcare and private properties, including Bush
Heritage Australia.

Excluding feral predators > succession for small mammals

A paper by Katherine Moseby et.al records the spectacular recovery of small mammals
after the removal of feral predators in arid Australia. The results demonstrate that
succession can be triggered by processes that are not just driven by changes in
vegetation structure. See the journal paper here.

The effect of lagomorph herbivory

A USA paper reports on an 11 year study on the effects of native lagomorphs
(jackrabbits and cottontails) on semi-arid rangelands grazed by ungulates (cattle and
bison). The effect of lagomorph grazing was:
e 26% reduction in aboveground net primary production
e 11.3% reduction in long-term standing crop, masking an increase in the forb
component associated with noxious weeds
e anannual economic cost between US $30.16 - $70.64 / sq Km.

The authors noted that noxious weed control was an expensive and intractable
problem, that lagomorph herbivory had a feedback effect maintaining rangelands in a
degraded state, and that lagomorphs can become extremely problematic where they
benefit from reduced predation.

They also noted the importance of lagomorphs as prey to native predators (e.g. raptors
and coyotes) and the coevolved interactions they have with native food resources,
before calling for more research into the natural regulation of their populations through
predation. See the paper by Garrett et.alin Ecosphere here.
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Technology

Australian Rangelands Society 2026 Conference

The 2026 Rangelands Conference will be in Darwin, Sept 7-11, 2026. With 2026 being
the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists, it should be a ripper. Time to start
thinking of rabbit stories to share through presentations at the event

Other Pests

Cross-Tenure Invasive Species Program

CrISP (Cross-Tenure Invasive Species Program) develops and delivers Integrated Pest
Management Plans across public and private lands in south west WA, via the Peel
Harvey Biosecurity Group.

Itis a 'start-to-end program' with two-way communication between state and local
governments, private landholders, and other members of the public. Through it,
landholders can trigger pest control across property boundaries, resulting in more
effective, longer-term pest control measures for whole landscapes.

Communication: 1080 pest control

Predator Free NZ have shared an interesting cartoon explaining why 1080 is being used.
Itis not about rabbits but is an example of using good 'impact monitoring' data to
demonstrate the value of baiting programs. See it here.

So that means a lot of
food for the birds, right? J

Yes, and insects too...

HELP AUSTRALIA BE RABBIT-FREE BARRI® EREE <
Bilbies not Bunnies B‘ngBTII'AB.EA&;*:
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