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Foundation Matters 
Updates and notices for Foundation members and partners 
 
Alister Haigh retires 
Alister Haigh has retired as CEO of Haigh's Chocolates. Alister has championed the Easter Bilby cause since first 
producing chocolate Easter Bilby's in 1993. Few people had even heard of a bilby then, let alone the idea of Easter 
Bilby. Haigh's Chocolates sponsored an exhibit for bilbies at the Adelaide Zoo so people could actually see one. 
 
Haigh's have strongly promoted Easter Bilby and supported Foundation for Rabbit-Free Australia since then, with 
both Alister and Simon Haigh committed to the cause. The Foundation thanks Alister for his unwavering 
commitment. We wish him well in his retirement and wish incoming CEO Peter Millard all the best in his new role as 
we look forward to the next chapter in the Haigh's - Rabbit-Free Australia relationship. 
 
Alister & Ed Macalister (Foundation Chair) launch Haigh's Easter Bilby (1993), and Alister signs-off with Easter Bilby (2025). 

 
Donor Appreciation Gift 
The Foundation’s members and donors are the soul of the organisation, and contributions from donors are crucial to 
our investments in rabbit control research. As Foundation Sponsors Haigh’s Chocolates have long been an integral 
part of the Foundation through financial contributions and their invaluable promotion of Easter Bilby. 
 
Haigh's understand what ‘giving’ is all about and share the Foundation’s gratitude for the donations we receive. As a 
token of appreciation Haigh’s have offered to reward substantial donations with a gift of premium quality chocolate 
goodies, starting retrospectively with recognition to those who donated during 2024-2025. 
 
International networks report: Cooke's tour 
Brian Cooke has provided an interesting report on the recent visit by Spanish researchers (available here), 
highlighting the many connections formed while in Australia and concluding that both researchers 'anticipate that 
useful collaborations will develop as a result of their visit'.  
 
Researcher Migeul Delibes Mateos has also personally thanked Rabbit-Free Australia for supporting the networking 
aspects of their trip, reporting that he and Rafa Villafuerte left Australia 'full of new inspiring ideas and thoughts and 
we hope that this may result in future collaborations with Australian colleagues'. 
The Foundation's financial support for this project was only possible thanks to donations from members and 
associates, and its success came down to unbridled commitment from Brian and the willing sharing of time and 
knowledge from researchers and rabbit managers across the country. 
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AGM: Notice of Meeting 
The 2025 AGM will be held on November 6th, with a couple of differences to previous years: 

• Different venue: The (relocated) Gatehouse, Waite Campus, University of Adelaide, instead of the Zoo. 

• Different time; In the morning, 10.00 - 12:00, instead of the afternoon. 

• Different format: A panel interview, instead of a guest speaker. 
 
2025 marks 30 years since the RHDV (calicivirus) trials on Wardang Island (SA). Rural Media Icon, Leigh Radford, will 
interview a cast of rabbit-free dignitaries on the research, the transmission of the virus to the mainland, and the 
frenetic activity that followed in the field and in the media, before reflecting on the unmitigated success that RHDV 
has been. 
 
To book your spot at the AGM and hear first-hand accounts on '30 years of RHDV. An unmitigated success', please 
register online via our website (here).  
 
Peri-Urban Rabbits Framework 
Rabbits are popping up in urban and peri-urban areas across the nation and can be difficult to control. Fewer control 
options are available and communities can have mixed views on whether control should occur or not. Through a Peri-
Urban Rabbit Forum, Rabbit-Free Australia has been working with managers from all states to understand the issues 
and hear first-hand what works and what doesn’t. 
 
Their conclusions and advice for rabbit managers has been captured in a booklet, ‘Peri-urban Rabbit Framework: A 
guide to rabbit control’. It and summary documents are available from our website, here. Special thanks go to Rosie 
Gerolemou for getting it started plus ongoing guidance and assistance, and Anne Burgi for sub-editing, design and 
layout. 

Peri-urban rabbits, Mt Barker (SA). Image: Brett Merchant (Facebook – Advertiser) 

 
 
Myxoma profiling project 
Kandarp Patel (University of Adelaide) has submitted his final report on myxoma strains circulating in Australia, a 
research project funded by the Foundation. Analysis of samples from different states confirmed the presence of 
three previously identified myxoma lineages (A, B & C), and identified two strains (X & Y) within A. Strain Y is 
changing more quickly than strain X. 
 
A possible explanation is that changing environmental pressures, such as the arrival of RHDV2 & RHDV-K5, and 
possibly periods of drought, are driving the evolution of divergent myxoma strains. The results confirm that genetic 
change is occurring and provide a platform for further genetic analysis and challenge trials (exposing rabbits to 
different strains) to assess if those changes are resulting in greater virulence. 
 
Historic planning meeting 
Rabbit-Free Australia is updating it's Five-Year Strategy for 2026-2030 and recently hosted an historic meeting as part 
of stakeholder consultation. The three bodies in Australia with a sole focus on rabbits (the Foundation, Darling 
Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board, and Victorian Rabbit Action Network) met for the first time in an on-line planning 
workshop with CISS, considering how we might better align our efforts and collaborate on common priorities. 
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Environmental Biosecurity Roundtable 
The Dept of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry (DAFF) hosted a national Environmental Biosecurity Roundtable in 
Melbourne last week to foster connection, collaboration, and strategic discussion among leaders in Australian 
environmental biosecurity. The invite-only event was a great opportunity to appreciate global and national trends 
affecting how biosecurity issues like rabbit control are managed, and to link-up face-to-face with existing and 
potential partners. 

Rabbit News & Views 
Stories about and from Foundation members and partners. 
 
Rabbit interest at Ekka 
There was a lot of interest in rabbits at Queensland's 2025 Ekka Agricultural Show, with Darling Downs-Moreton 
Rabbit Board responding to 15,000 visitors to their site over the 9 day event. Among them was PM Anthony 
Albanese, pictured below sharing his pictures of rabbits in Canberra. 
 

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese with DDMRB Operations Manager, Mark Ridge. 

 
 
International Rangelands Congress 
David Peacock and Mark Hutchinson (University of Adelaide) presented at the recent Congress in Adelaide. Their 
rabbit management presentation, 'It's not the plants you can see but those you can't', is available here. 
 

 
 
Rewilding Aus & Invasive Species Council 
Invasive Species Council is partnering with Rewilding Australia to combine the science of species return with 
advocacy for investment in large-scale invasive species management, to bring wildlife home and start a wildlife 
revival. For more information, see here. 
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Rabbit Feast @ Odonata 
Friends of the Foundation, Odonata, held an event at their Mt Rothwell (Vic) sanctuary, 'where a feast of wild rabbit 
was served whilst discussing the conservation challenges posed by invasive species'. The dinner was part of a very 
effective 'matched-giving campaign'. 
 
Rabbit control is an important part of how Odonata manage their Mt Rothwell sanctuary. A recent working bee with 
volunteers collapsed 44 warrens and fumigated 34, leaving them well on the way to creating another 'rabbit-free' 
zone on the conservation property. 
 

 
 
Rabbit Sweep Resources Catalogue 
Rabbit Sweep, a project of the Rabbit Action Group of Bellarine Landcare, has an online Resource Catalogue that 
already has a wealth of rabbit management advice available. This online library is a great initiative and the invitation 
is open for anyone to 'Contribute your Resource'. If you have a great video, 'How to' guide, or really anything of 
interest to rabbit managers, hop online and add it to the Catalogue (here). 
 
Koonamore Vegetation Reserve: 100 Yrs 
100 years ago the most degraded part of a pastoral property near Yunta (SA) was fenced off to study the recovery of 
vegetation once stock had been removed. The idea of fencing out stock and monitoring ecological change was a 
science innovation of the time. Recovery of many species was slow until, around 50 years ago, a vigilant campaign 
eradicated rabbits which, coupled with good seasons, enabled a rapid regeneration of previously rare plants. 
 
The centenary is being celebrated on Oct 11-12 at Yunta and Koonamore. See here for more information on the 
event. For more information about the Reserve and the science from there, see: 

• Koonamore: Still changing (here) 

• Koonamore Reserve Project (Uni of Adelaide) here 

• Video: Celebrating 100 Yrs (here). Rabbits at 48 mins - Jose Facelli. 

• Video: 90 years of change (here) - Russ Sinclair 

• Video: Koonamore 1925 - 2025 (here) - Dean Graetz 
 
Rabbit-Free Australia has been pleased to support the Reserve and associated research over the years. The 
Centenary caused Patron, Dr Brian Cooke, to recollect working with Dr Bob Lange and PhD students in the 1970s to 
devise and implement a 1080 baiting program that was a prelude to the warren fumigation work instigated by Dr 
Russ Sinclair. 
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NZ Rabbit R&D webinar 
Thanks to a Post from VRAN about a Webinar by the NZ Bioeconomy Science Institute 'The forgotten costs of rabbits', 
Oct 6. To register, see here. They argue that cost-effective rabbit management requires sustained investment in 
collaborative research to scope the problem and identify and trial new solutions. They will also talk about changing 
rabbit population – disease dynamics and some new work to monitor which RHDV strains are circulating in the 
landscape 

Scratchings 
A smorgasbord of news. Please follow the links to the original source. 
 

Rabbit Management 
Pine Woodland Restoration 
Western Local Land Services (NSW) have led a program to restore sandhill pine woodlands, incorporating controlled 
fencing, revegetation and rabbit control. For more information, see here. 
 
Rabbits are bigger in Australia 
European wild rabbits in Australia are larger than those in Europe according to recently published research by Emma 
Sherratt et.al. See a summary from Yahoo!News here, or the Biological Sciences paper here. 
 
SA Drought Response 
Rabbit-Free Australia has been advocating nationally for strategic rabbit control, especially warren ripping, to be a 
standard component of drought relief and regional resilience programs. It is pleasing to see that rabbit control is 
available to landholders as part of a $760,000 investment through the SA government's Drought Response program. 
See here for more information. 
 
Control options available include: 

• Free warren ripping – completed by a contractor or by the landholder (with reimbursement available for 
labour/time). 

• Free 1080 oat bait, to be laid in accordance with label directions, either before and/or after warren ripping. 

• Free calicivirus (RHDV1 K5) release in areas where rabbit populations remain susceptible. 
 
The program is managed by PIRSA, in conjunction with regional Landscape Boards, including Eyre Peninsula and the 
Limestone Coast. For more information about the program on Eyre Peninsula, see here. The program allows 
producers to keep their feed for stock, not rabbits, and ensures the best pasture response, unhindered by rabbits, 
once drought breaks.  
 

Why feed scarce drought fodder to rabbits? 
9-12 rabbits/ha = 1 DSE (Dry Sheep Equivalent) 

Image: Rabbits in the south-east SA (Limestone Coast) Drought Relief Program (PIRSA). 
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Rabbit event goes off with a bang 
The Rabbit Sweep project (Bellarine Landcare Group) ran an event for individuals, groups and volunteers that let 
them learn about or try their hand at: 

• identifying and assessing a rabbit problem, 

• habitat removal and rabbit-proof fencing, 

• planning action and engaging experts, and 

• meeting contractors, neighbours, and volunteers. 
 
Apparently it was a great success including the use of implosion to destroy a warren in native vegetation. For more 
information, see here. 
 
Rodenticides & predatory birds 
Raylene Cooke et.al (2023) present data on the presence of Secondary Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides in 
predatory birds (powerful owls, frogmouths, boobooks and barn owls). They also found Primary Generation 
Anticoagulant Rodenticide pindone (used in rabbit control) in powerful owls. See their Science of the Total 
Environment paper here. 
 
Golden Formula: Rabbit control 
Aaron Stephens, (VRAN Mentor) highlights the importance of monitoring and a 3-phase rabbit control program 
bookended by monitoring, noting that ripping warrens and mopping-up are all about stopping population recovery. 
 

Biocontrols 
Controlling Pesky Rabbits 
CSIRO researcher, Maria Jenckel, was interviewed by The Scientist about rabbit biocontrols and the use 
of RabbitScan by citizen scientists to help track rabbit activity and disease dynamics. See the article here. If you find 
a dead rabbit a tissue test kit can be ordered through RabbitScan (here) to see if it died from a virus and help 
researchers stay on top of how biocontrols are working in the field. 
 
A new biocontrol is generally needed every 10-15 years. It has been 10 years since RHDV2 appeared in Australia. 
More investment is needed for the rabbit biocontrol pipeline strategy; available here. 
 
Genome tracker  
With the gene-technology being a potential form of humane biocontrol, it is interesting to see that a Genome 
Tracker has been launched by partners including CSIRO and Atlas of Living Australia. See here for more information. 
 
Tas calicivirus cull 
A report in Tasmanian Country (see here) suggests that a RHDV release program was initially successful, but rabbits 
soon bred up again, possibly due to a lack of insect vectors for transmission. 
 

Biodiversity 
Pest exclusion triggers recovery 
A 26 year study reported by Katherine Moseby et.al (2025) shows how excluding rabbits, cats and foxes has led to 
the recovery of native species, succession, competition and habitat diversification in an arid environment. Smaller 
rodents responded first, followed by larger species. For a summary see UNSW Newsroom here, or Yahoo!News 
here. For the paper in Biological Sciences, see here. 
 
Bouncing back after pest control 
Once locally extinct, western quolls and brush tailed possums are now roaming free and prospering in the Flinders 
Ranges (SA) - see here for more information. Rabbit control through 'Operation Bounceback' was an early foundation 
to the successful re-introductions. Rabbit-Free Australia was one of the investors to kick-start the program. 
 
Warren destruction has long-term net benefits 
A study in semi-arid ranges recorded rabbit warrens being used for shelter by a range of species and as hunting 
grounds for predators. The most common species were invasive pests including mice and feral cats. It was concluded 
that, in the long-term, warren destruction would be an effective means of pest control with a net benefit for native 
fauna and ecosystem function. See the Wildlife Research paper by Dean et.al here. 
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Saving Species course for landholders 
The Odonata Academy offers a course to landholders equipping them with the knowledge and skills to develop and 
implement a species recovery plan for their property. Invasive species management is a key part of it. For more 
information, see here. 
 
Targeting conservation efforts 
Managing an additional 0.5% of Australia's land for conservation could help save 305 critically endangered species 
(more than 70% of those listed), according to analysis reported in The Conversation by Michelle Ward and James 
Watson (here). They recommend focusing effort on the small isolated areas where many of them survive by working 
with landholders, including incentives for conservation on land with agricultural potential.  
 
ESA 2025 registrations open 
Registrations are now open for the Ecological Society of Australia's national conference to be held in Adelaide, Nov 
23-28, 2025. For more information, see here. 
 
Soil-foraging & Ecosystem function 
David Eldridge et.al (2025) have concluded that rewilding with soil-foraging animals is unlikely to result in substantial 
negative impacts on biodiversity or ecosystem function in dry woodlands, even at high densities. It can be beneficial 
thanks to their creation of surface depressions that generate resource-rich patches and novel niches. See their article 
in OIKOS, here.  
 

Technology 
Smart sanctuaries 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) has developed an Artificial Intelligence (AI) Species Classifier Model to identify 
images of native and invasive species and improve the speed and cost-effectiveness of camera trap data processing. 
It is being used for: 

• Analysing camera trap images - at the rate of an image/second. 

• Smart gates - allowing designated species to move freely. 

• Networks of sensors - to monitor important infrastructure. 

• Trap monitoring - immediate notification when traps are activated. 
For more information, see here. 
 
Targeted camera traps for cryptic animals 
Thompson et.al used camera traps targeted on flowering banskias and nesting boxes to survey for pygmy possums, 
concluding it to be a cost-effective alternative to traditional survey methods. See the article in Australian 
Mammalogy, here.  
 
Automated processing of camera trap data 
An article by Bak et.al reports that AI has successfully analysed video from camera traps to generate estimates of 
animal density thanks to automated distance estimations. They conclude the approach could enable tracking animal 
populations at landscape scale in real time. See a summary here and the article in Pacific Conservation Biology here. 
 
Camera trap dataset 
Atlas of Living Australia now host a dataset of verified camera trap images. For more information, see here. 
 

Other Pests 
SA Pests & Weeds Conference 
The SA Pests & Weeds Conference will be held on Sept 24-25 this year, at the University of Adelaide (North Terrace). 
For more information, see here. 
 
Meet the Invaders 
The Invasive Species Council have built upon 'meet the invaders' to add a new section to their website featuring 
vertebrate pests along with some invertebrates and weeds. Rabbits get good coverage. See the landing page here. 
 
Fences 
An interesting News story from Australian Wildlife Conservancy on their approach to feral-free fence construction 
and maintenance - see it here. 
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